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spingus cristatus, which has not hitherto been met with so 
far south. 

Mr. O. V. Aplin (see above, p. 350) left England on 
Sept. Ist on his ornithological expedition to Uruguay. 


The “ Who-are-you”’ of Waterton. — My. Quelch (ef. 
“Timehri,’ vol. vi. new ser. p. 172) has obtained a specimen 
of the Goatsucker of British Guiana, named by Waterton, 
from its peculiar call, “ Who-are-vou” (‘ Wanderings,’ 
p. 141), and identifies it as Nyctidromus albicollis, a well- 
known species, widely distributed in the Neotropical Region. 


Retirement of Prof. Cabanis.—After fifty years’ service in 
the Berlin Museum, Professor Cabanis has celebrated his 
jubileum, and has retired into well-earned repose, but con- 
tinues, we are glad to say, in excellent health. He is suc- 
ceeded in the care of the celebrated collection of Birds by 
Dr. Anton Reichenow, General Secretary of the Allgemeine 
Deutsche Ornithologische Gesellschaft. 


Obituary : Dr. H. C. C. Burmeister.—Hermann Charles 
Conrad Burmeister, the veteran Zoologist, who died at 
Buenos Ayres on the 2nd of May last at the age of 85 years, 
was born at Stralsund in 1807. Whilst a student of Medicine 
at Halle he studied zoology under Nitzsch, and took his 
degree as Doctor of Philosophy in 1829. Shortly after this 
he published his excellent < Handbuch der Naturgeschichte.’ 
On the death of Nitzsch in 1842 Burmeister succeeded to 
the Chair of Zoology at Halle, and continued there till 18-48, 
when he became involved in politics, and was elected by his 
fellow-citizens Deputy to the short-lived National Assembly. 
When matters became quict again this cseapade led to his 
being granted two vears’ leave of absence from the University, 
and proceeding to Brazil, where he joined Lund, the well- 
known Scandinavian Naturalist, at Lagoa Santa in the Pro- 
vince of MinasGeraes. Here,as we have been told, Burmeister 
had the misfortune to break his leg, and was carefully nursed 
by Lund, and the late Prof. Remhardt, who happened to be 
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there at the same time in the course of his voyage round the 
world in the ‘Galathea.’ This accident, however, did not 
prevent Burmeister from exploring the whole country and 
making large collections in every branch of Natural History, 
which were subsequently deposited in Halle Museum. The 
results of this journey were given to the world in two most 
useful works, the “Systematische Uebersicht der Thiere 
Brasiliens, and the ‘ Erläuterungen zur Fauna Brasiliens, 
both well known to Zoologists. But Burmeister did not 
find himself comfortable at Halle after all that had occurred, 
and shortly afterwards returned to South America, and 
became Director of the Public Museum of Natural History 
at Buenos Ayres, which post he retained until shortly before 
his death, when he received a well-carned pension. In 1861 
he published his ‘ Reise durch die La Plata-Staaten’ in two 
volumes, the second of which is devoted to a “ Synopsis of 
the Vertebrates of the Argentine Republic,” and remains our 
standard work on this subject to this day. For the past 
thirty years, although Burmeister has communicated many 
papers on zoological subjects to the scientific journals in 
Europe, he has been principally occupied in studying the 
wonderful fossil Mammals of the Argentine tertiaries, to 
which he had devoted unceasing care and attention. The 
results have been published mostly in the € Anales del Museo 
Público de Buenos Aires, and are illustrated by a large 
series of well-executed plates, after the author’s drawings. 
Burmeister also published a Monograph of the Fossil Horses 
of the Argentine Pampas, and undertook a large work 
entitled ‘ Description Physique de la République Argentine,’ 
with an accompanying atlas in folio. This last work was 
commenced in 1876, but unfortunately remained incomplete 
at the time of his death. Burmeister is succeeded in the 
Directorship of the National Museum of Buenos Ayres by 
his former Assistant, Dr. Carlos Berg. 


